
CHURCHES TOGETHER IN SCARBOROUGH 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Steering Group of Churches Together in 

Scarborough held by Zoom on Tuesday, 6th. October, 2020 at 12 noon. 

 

PRESENT:- Reverend Richard J. Walker (Chairman) (St. Mary’s with Holy 

Apostles), Reverend Emma Morgan (Vice Chairman) (Northstead, Wreyfield 

Drive & Scalby), Mr. Bruce Clark (Vice Chairman) (Burniston), Mrs. Ruth Dale 

(Secretary) (Northstead), Mr. Colin T. Adamson (Minutes Secretary & 

Treasurer) (Westborough), Reverend Steve Blower (Sidewalk), Reverend 

Geoff. Bowell (Scarborough Christian Fellowship), Mr. Joe Coates (St. Mary’s 

with Holy Apostles), Mrs. Catherine Dufton (Faith in Scarborough Schools & 

Ebenezer), and Mrs. Mary Walker (St. James with Holy Trinity). 

The Reverend Graeme D. Parkins (Elim) tried unsuccessfully to connect to the 

meeting. 

 

20/09  OPENING DEVOTIONS:-  The Chairman opened the meeting with a 

prayer. 

 

20/10 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:- Apologies were received from Mrs. Hester 

Miller (Quakers) and Reverend David Nellist (Marantha). 

 

20/11 MINUTES:- The Minutes of the last Steering Group meeting held on 

Tuesday, 21st. January, 2020; having been circulated, were taken as read, 

approved and will subsequently be signed by the Chairman. 

 

20/12  ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR INCLUSION ON THE AGENDA:-  None 

 

20/13 MATTERS ARISING:-  

 

a)  Syrian Refugees  -  (20/05 a))  -  The Chairman reported that this 

scheme is now running.   He is in regular contact with the tutor.   

There are five or six tutors all together.   More church input would be 

welcomed and appreciated.    

 

b)  Past Events 

 

i) World Day of Prayer  -  (20/05 c) i))  -  This was held on 6th. March, 

2020 at St. Mark’s, using the material provided.   The Minutes 

secretary reported that he had attended but felt that the 

number in the congregation was disappointing compared to 

previous years and that most people had been from St. Mark’s.   

It was agreed to improve the publicity for future years. 

The 2021 service will be on 5th. March and whilst being arranged 

by St. James will be held at St. Columba which is larger and be 

able to accommodate, should social distancing still be in place. 

 



ii) Good Friday Walk of Witness  -  (20/05 c) ii))  -  This event 

scheduled for 10th. April, 2020 was cancelled owing to Covid-19. 

 

iii) Pentecost Service  -  (20/05  c)  iii))  -  This service scheduled for 

Sunday, 31st. May, 2020 at St. Peter’s was cancelled owing to 

Covid-19. 

 

iv) 2020 Mission to Scarborough  -  (20/05 c) iv))  -  The event was 

postponed owing to Covid-19. 

 

20/14  TORCH TRUST : SIGHT LOSS FRIENDLY CHURCH:-  The Reverend Emma 

Morgan stated that she would contact again with a view to someone 

coming to a Steering Group meeting, possibly in the Spring 2021. 

 

20/15  A BOROUGH OF SANCTUARY STATUS FOR SCARBOROUGH:-  Mrs. Hester 

Miller had brought this to the officers attention with a view to it being 

discussed at a Steering Group meeting.   It was agreed to defer until Mrs. 

Miller can attend and share with the meeting. 

 

20/16  TREASURER’S REPORT:-  The Treasurer reported that he felt the Bank 

Mandate had not been processed as the previous Treasurer is still receiving 

all the bank statements.   Regarding the bank account, the number of 

transactions had been few.   There was income of £160.25 from the Week of 

Prayer for Christian Unity service and expenditure of £112.00 for insurance and 

two items totalling £79.90 for the Good Friday Walk of Witness.   Half of the 

latter, for cards, will be able to be used in the future.   Owing to the 

uncertainty of whose signatures are valid and not seeing people, the 

cheques to the charities, agreed at the 2019 A.G.M., had not been sent.   It 

was agreed that these be written and a process sought to obtain the 

required signatures, so that these donations can be made. 

 

20/17  MIKE LEIGH:-  The Reverend Mike Leigh leaves the area on 7th. October 

for a new appointment.   The Secretary had received an e-mail from him 

expressing his thanks and good wishes to C.T.I.S. and a wish to meet everyone 

when it is possible so to do.   This will be arranged in due course.   The 

Secretary to send a card of thanks, appreciation and good wishes to him, on 

behalf of C.T.I.S. 

 

20/18  ANNUAL GENREAL MEETING:-  It was agreed still to hold this on Tuesday, 

3rd. November, 2020 at 6.30 p.m. but by Zoom and not in person at Queen 

Street and to deal with essential A.G.M. business only. 

Regarding matters, requiring A.G.M. approval, it is proposed that all the 

current Officers stand for at least one further year, that there be no donations 

to charities this year and that whilst churches be invited to pay a subscription 

for 2020/21, one subscription to cover 2019 to 2021 be sought from all 

churches. 

 



20/19  ANY OTHER BUSINESS:- 

 

i) Sidewalk  -  The Reverend Steve Blower reported that a 

newsletter had bene distributed.   The work had carried on 

during lockdown, albeit online.   Mentors are back in schools 

doing face to face work. 

 

ii) Faith in Scarborough Schools  -  Mrs. Catherine Dufton reported 

that there is no face to face work but that video material is being 

used to maintain the contacts. 

 

iii) Foodbank  -  Mr. Bruce Clark suggested that C.T.I.S. becomes a 

focal point for the community in terms of food collection and 

distribution.   It was however stated that both the Rainbow 

Centre and Westway are already engaged in this work.   

Nevertheless, it was felt that wider publicity should be given to 

be given to this work and that C.T.I.S. becomes more involved. 

 

iv) Carol Services  -  The Reverend Geoff Bowell suggested 

ecumenical Carol Services during December, possibly using 

William Street coach park.   It was felt that this could be 

restrictive under the current Covid-19 guidelines but nevertheless 

the idea be pursued and link in with other possible projects 

including one in the grounds of St. Mary’s 

 

20/20 DATES OF THE MEETINGS:-  It was confirmed that the Annual General 

Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 3rd. November at 6.30 p.m. by Zoom. 

It was proposed that the dates of the Steering Group meetings in 2021 be 

held on Tuesdays, 19th. January, 16th. March, 8th. June and 14th. September at 

Northstead Methodist Church at 12 noon. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed, with the Grace. 

 


